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THE HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF THE FLORIDA
SOCIETY FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH, INC.
By Mary M. Kitchen and Dorothy M. Boyer
Seven years ago, on May 27, 1972, a group of persons interested in genealogy met at the
Pinellas Park Public Library to exchange some ideas and thoughts on forming a new
genealogical society. The feeling was high, and those attending were ready to start a society
immediately.
Colonel Leonard H. Smith, Jr., was appointed acting chairman and Mrs. William M. Boyer
recording secretary. Articles of incorporation, creating the Florida Society for Genealogical
Research, Inc., were drawn and filed with the State of Florida. A general discussion followed to
determine the type of work and the future functions of the Society.
On June 16, 1972, the first meeting of the board of directors was held, in Pinellas Park, and the
following officers were elected: President, Leonard H. Smith, Jr.; Vice President, Mrs. Jocelyn
Elkes; Recording Secretary, Mrs. William M. Boyer; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. Jimmie
Morrow; Treasurer, Mrs. George B. Jones; and Trustees, Mrs. Leo D. Hazel and Mrs. Richard H.
Thompson.
On June 24, the Florida Society for Genealogical Research, Inc., held, its first general meeting
at the St. Petersburg Public Library. All persons interested in genealogy, beginner to
professional, were invited to attend the sessions. Colonel Smith conducted a panel program on
"Exploiting Your Own Resources."
During the next few years the Society suffered the usual growing pains of a new group.
Finding a regular meeting place was the first obstacle, as the St. Petersburg Public Library would
not allow groups to hold frequent regular meetings there. Nor was the Library interested in
housing the Society's genealogical book collection. Society officers were told "genealogists are
too demanding." The Pinellas Park Public Library was willing to accommodate, but was too
small to house a book collection, and public transportation from St. Petersburg was nonexistent.
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (LDS) offered use of their facilities in St.
Petersburg to the Society, and although the Society has no formal connection with the Church, it
accepted the offer and does meet there each month. The Society's growing genealogical
collection has been placed in the Church's library on permanent loan.
Mrs. William M. Boyer served as the second president of the Society for two terms. Currently
she is the editor of the quarterly publication of the Society, The Florida Society for Genealogical
Research Quarterly. New equipment purchased by the Society has made it possible to produce a
quarterly and other printed material needed for the Society.
Volunteers are so important to any functioning group, and they are really working for the
Florida Society for Genealogical Research, Inc. Through their efforts, the Society operates the
library housed at the LDS St. Petersburg Church Building located at 570 62nd Avenue North, St.
Petersburg, every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Mrs. Leo D. Hazel, library director,
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supervises the services of these volunteers. Volunteers have also copied some cemetery records
of Pinellas County and have collected unpublished Bible, probate and land records from all over
the country.
The Society's interest is not only Florida and the Pinellas area, but other parts of the country as
well. Although the membership includes three or four people with Florida ancestry, the rest have
roots in other states, and the Society caters to these interests as well.
The meetings are held the fourth Saturday of each month with guest speakers presenting slides
and sharing valuable research experiences on various genealogical topics. Other meetings are to
explain research techniques. Four meetings, three in the summer and one in December, are
book-sharing sessions. The summer workshops are held in the Pinellas Park Public Library, and
many books are ordered from the Florida State Library on inter-library loan for these workshops.
The December workshop is held in the usual meeting place. It is an all-day session complemented with the use of the three microfiche readers, the Computer File Index from the LDS
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, the Society's book collection, and books the members bring to
share with others.
The monthly meetings have proven to be highly successful. Presentations have been given on
Heritage Park, the Florida State Archives, interlibrary loan, journal records, and techniques of
research around the country. It is said that those interested in genealogy are like fishermen or
hunters-fair weather or foul, they are always ready to talk "family history." The nearly 200
members range in ages from young adults to young seniors. The Society appeals to male and
female, single and married couples, those gainfully employed and those retired, the beginner and
the professional, the family historian and the serious researcher, all of whom make a very sound
and active society.
The Florida Society for Genealogical Research has set its fundamental goals as sharing
genealogical experiences, providing instructional programs, promoting the recording of family
histories, and publishing through the Quarterly unpublished primary records such as death
records, bible records, baptismal records, and birth records.
Last year the Society began a project of recording cemeteries. St. Petersburg's Sunny Side
Cemetery has been completed. This information will be printed in the Quarterly. We plan to
continue recording cemetery data this year to include the Lone Pilgrim Primitive Baptist Church
Cemetery in Seminole, McMullen Cemetery for Clearwater, and Harn Cemetery in Clearwater.
Visitors are welcome. The Society brings people together to help each other discover their family
heritage.
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